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MLA IG Ow theſe weak and indigeſted 


INRA Notes came to be made pub- 
P89 likeis beſt known to ſome that 

SZ beard them preacht, where. 
EG in their importunities pre» 
| vailed againſt the Author's 
inclination and fawn who tbinks the 


world ſufficiently flockt with Prints,and ſhould 
| not be overburthened in that matter , leſt 
through the exceſs of inſignificent Papers, 
things more weighty and pp come to be 
A. eated or biregpoded et ſeeing, though 
A 2 
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The Preface to the Reader. 
unwortby, they _ come to view, that [ may 
ea 


not wrong the Readers priviledge, I ſhall give 
a ſbort account of the Deſigne of this Di- 
ſeourſe;, which as it promotes a great known 
Duty, incumbent eſpecially upon all the Pro- 
feſſors of Religion, fo it fairly wipes off all 
thoſe blots and ſtains, which, either the extra- 
wagancies of former times have occaſuoned, or 
the bitterneſs &» malice of ſome in theſe days 
caft upon the Profeſſron of Godlineſs ; who, 
that they might diſcourage A minds. of people 
from embracing #hoſe things and Principles 
_— agree not with their own ſentiments or 

bumor, before they well conſider or underſtand 
the nature or render encie of them, with great 
clamour condemn them 4 intolerable in a 
Land, andonly taken up ro promote Rebellion 
and F, Sion, I confeſs, I could beartily wiſb, 
with ſubmiſſion to the will of God, that there 
never had occaſion been given to any to ſpeak 
evil of that which is good : But that hath 
come to poſe by the Providents of God, that 
there might be a more full conviction of un- 
jor fn #1d error, and att ample juſtifi- 
cation of the Truth, audways of Godlineſs 
endif” there be any fo yo OL away by fy 


The Preface to the Reader. 
inſincerity of their own hearts, as to abuſe the 
Profeſſion of Holy and Godly Principles and 

 Perſwaſions, by any inconſiſtent afi'on or 

courſe, that ſhall ſpeak them trayterous,beady, 
bigh-minded, or the like, let ſuch alone bear 
it, but let all that underſtand Chriſtian Reli. 

_ Lion aright , under what form or name ſoever, 

Fear God, and honour the King ; and ſay 

with old Jacob concerning Simeon and Levi, 

Oh ! my Soul, come not thou into theie (e- 

cret, unto their allembly, mine Honour, be 

" not thou uniced. Reader, This was the true 
Reaſon and Deſign of the Antbors choice of 
this SnbjeG, that if by any means be might 

ſtir up, or reduce the minds of diſſenting Pro- 

feſſors in this day, to be more ſincere and more 
ferwent in praying for the King, and for all 
that are in Authority, it being a Duty founde1 
not only upon the light of Nature, but alſo up- 
on the poſitive will of the Lord Chriſt ; as alſo 

to bear bis teſtimony, though in weakneſs, a- 

gainſt the abſurd and endleſs Cavils and ac- 

enſations which diſaffefed perſons heap upon 
the moſt boly ways of God; that he might de- 
clare to the world, that Godlineſs, and Scrip- 


tural Holineſs in the moſt refined and higheſt 


parts 
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The Preface to the Reader. 
parts and pratiices of it, is a harmleſs inno- 
cent thing, no way inconſiſtent with Civil Go- 
wernment , but bigbly advantageons to the 


good and comfort of mans life. So that men 


need not look, upon, or be afraid of the moſt 
ftri& method of holineſs, as injurious, or as a 
peſt to the Nation, becauſe they give no di- 
fturbance to any thing but mens luſts and ſins, 
tothe pride and exceſs of the world, to which 
alſo Civil Gowernment, according to its na- 
tive Inſtitution is, and by a regular manage» 
ment of it, ſhould be a terror. And what is the 
fruit of our cavilling and bandying againſt 
ech other about circumſtantial things wherein 
we differ, but diſunion, weakneſs, and a lay- 
ing our ſelves open to the impreſſions and de- 
fg ph the Common Enemy, who doubtleſs in 
a 


the furrows of our mutual animoſities, do 


by their ſecret Agents ſowe the ſeeds of greater 


diviſions, and the Tares of their deteſtable 
Romiſh DoGirines and Superſtition? Certainly, 
it is bigh time for every publike Talent to be 
employed for the more abundant preaching of 
the word of God, that the minds and under« 
ſtandings of people may be well furniſht with 
knowledge and Scripture-light, to enable 

them 
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The Preface to the Reader. 


them to judge betwixt Truth and Falſhood ; 


which, when all is done, will be of great uſe to 
exclude Popery, and ſecure England againft it. 
For what will it avail by Power to exclude 
and caſt out the trumpery and exerciſe of that 
Worſbip from among ſt us, if the minds of peos+ 
ple, through their own ignorance, or cunning 
guile of deceivers, ſhall be tainted with, and 
receive their Principles ? 

Reader,T ſhall detain thee no longer ; do thy 
ſelf and me that right, to read what follows 
with that candor and charity, which a baſty 
| Diſcourſe, compoſed under many difturbanees,,. 
calls for ;, it is not what the Subje4 deſerves, 
but what conld be offered within the uſual li. 
mits of a Sermon. It little differs from what 
was delivered in publike, ſave in what was 
wanting through defeS of memory, or want of 
time. If what is offered ſhall conduce to the 
healing of thy ſpirit, or the belping on of thy 
duty, the Author hath his deſigned recompence 
and reward inthy good, and ſhall bleſs God 

for it, 


EZRA: 


” wn. 4 <6 » 


EzRA 6. 10. 


That they may offer. ſacrifices of ſweet ſa- 
w0urs unto God, and pray for the life of the 
King, and for the life of bis Sons. 


BEATEN all the Revolutions and Chan- 
Sk that have paſſed upon the Af- 
irs of the World, God's 'Provi- 

dence hath in nothing more emi- 

nently appeared, than in matters 
| relating to his Church and People, 

det in their pilgrimage of this life. An 
eminent inſtance whereof, was this of 'the Jews go- 
ing into Babylon, preſervation there, "and: wont 

F4 oem from their Captive condition, to their own 

Country of Judea, and the peculiar Worſhip of 

their God in the Temple at Jernſalem : which deli- 

verance and hberty, though it was much compleat- 
edin the reiga of Darizs, Jet it was _ long be- 
fore by the Perſian Cyrws 3 {0 that it will be needful to 
look back to his time, that we may the more fully ſee 
the riſe ofthis Decree, for the repair of the Temple. 

For: with-a \ pare of x cheer __ Ezra n 
ins his Book. Cyrw# having obtamed \,, 

an Conqueſts, he led his Army a- NN X 

gainſt Babylon and having overcome he Jem. 

B great 
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(2) 
difficalties, he ſat down. before that great City 3 
29> Nt Gag ficns A 


en by rooting ah wonde - 
24r- thei l ar eheveof prick fit 3, flowians,corning 


«x Fenica, appoliog their City impregnable 
kept a great and ſolemn Feaſt in. contempt of them, 


as alſo of the Jews and their Prophets, who had de- 
clared that the time was come for their returning to- 
Jeruſalem ; and thinking 'the time' was paſt, in con- 
tempt of the God of the Jews, the King carouſed 
and drunk wine in the golden Veſlcls of the Temple 
which Nebychadwezzur carried away : but ont of re- 
verence to-God,, had not uſedor pollnted them, At 
which Fea(t, rhe texvible hand-writing- upon the wall 
appeared, as tit the 5th ot Denzel. Belſbazzar, not- 
withſtanding the faithful remonſtrance and interpre- 
tation of Dasiel, goeth on with his luxurious Feaſt, 
filling themfelves with wie 5 when, lo, the wrath 
of, God,arcatding to his word, was ready to fall up- 
owthem- :| For that very night, Cyras having by his. 
Engineers,and the help of his numerous Army, torn. 
ed the River Exphrater, which, as I faid, ran 
the Ciry, from ies aſbat courſe 5 in; the Chanet 
thereof with his: Army entred the City, the 
being buried in their wine and+ drunkennefs ; fally 
executed what was long before prophefied by Jere- 
miah, Chapt. 51. About this time the Prophets Ze- 
chariah and Haggas earneſtly ſtirred up the Princes 
that were of the Captivity to think of returning, and 
repairing Jeruſalem and the Temple. Bur if the work 
was hard tobe attempted under'the impious Belſhaz- 
zar, it foems now impotlible under the terrible con) 
quering 


©) 

ng Cy + for what lenity could they expeſt ty 
mn ded made NE A LIE 10 
the Cary af Babylon ? The Prophets to this diſcou- 
ragement oppaled two Arguments : One,of Gad's 
Sovereignty, as in Zechariah, Chapt. 4. ver. 7. Who 
art thou, 0 great Mountain f ( thatis, Cyras )) before 
Zorobabel thon ſhalt become a plaiz ; be fball bring 
forth the head-ſtone thereof with ſhoutings, crying, 
Grace, Grace wnto it. The power and ſpirit of Cy- 
res leemed like a great Mountain in the way oftheir 
return, hard af not impoſhible to be overcome ; which 
yet throughthe Qmaipeteacie of Ged ſhould vaniſh, 
as to:any vefillance ang tmpediment to thei Journey 
and work. The other Argument was from the Pro- 
- pheſicof 22;2h, Chapt. 44- three laſt Verles:That con- 

ſirmeth the word of this ſervant, aud performeth the 
counſel of bis. Aeſengers « that ſaith to Jeruſalem, 
Thos foult be inhabited, and to the Cities of Judab, 
Te ſhall be bnilt, and I will raiſe np the decayed pla- 
ves thereof : That ſaith to the deep, Be dry, and I mill 
dry mp thy rivers : That ſaith of Cyrus, He is my fhep- 
herd, and ſball perform all my pleaſure, even ſaying to 
Jeruſalem, Thou ſhalt be built, and to the Temple,Thy 
Foundation ſball be laid. What greater cncourage- 
ment could the -people have, than ſo plain a Prophe- 
fie, apparently to be fulfilled about this time ? bur 
their miads, viz. of the Jews, were either cnured to 
their.bondage, or diſheartned by the inacceſſible. Ma- 
jefty.of Cyras, ſo,as they were much diſcauraged,and 
could nottell-what to do in that caule; when loe,the 
Alntighty wrought for them 5 and him whom they * 


could not force, Gad made willing and free to their 
B 2 ſo 


— DC EEOEY ——iiere —e ms 


| (4) 

i ſo much defired liberty. For God brought itto paſs, 
[| that the King had a ſight of the Jews Law, and parti- 
cularly of the Prophelie of T/aiah, Chapt. 44;and 45. 
( written two hundred and ten years before his time ) 
concerning himſelf, When he heard it{ ſays Joſe- 
phws ) he was ſoaſtoniſhed at the Greatneſs and Ma- 
= of God, and filled with admiration, and zeal to 
fulfil what was foretold he ſhould perform concern- 
ing Jeruſalem and the Temple, that he wrote Letters 
to his Princes in all Aſa; Thas ſaith Cyrus, Seeing 
God hath made me King of all the world,T do believe it 
# he whom the Jews worſhip : for he hath declared my 
name by his Prophets, before I was born, and hath ſaid 
that Tſball build his Temple in Jeralalem, which is in 
the Country of Judea. Then he made- a Decree ( as 
in the firſt of Ezra we have it ) for the return of: the 
people of the Jews to their Country : Upon which 
Zorobabel, with many whoſe ſpirits God: ſtirred upto 
the work,returned to Jer»ſalem; yet many others of 
the people; for their poſſeſtions or imployments ſake, 
ſtaid behind,and did not go up with the reſt of their 
Brethren.But this excellent Cyres lived not long, but 
ſoon after died in the proſecution of his Wars;ſo as lit- 
tle was done in his time in the work of the Temple. Af- 
ter Cyr#s,came Ahaſuerw,or Artaxerxes,who little fa- 
voured the work,ſo as their Enemies took encourage- 
ment to hinder it what they could:which kept it back 
all his time, which was about nine years. To him the Of 

ficers of the King,and the Jews enemies,accuſed them, 
| for building a rebellious City, and faftious. Temple. 
} The King believing the report , decreed againſt. the 
| work, as in the 4th Chapter of Ezra,we have at large. 
| Sa 
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So as little was done whilſt he lived. He being cut off 
in the mid{tof his impiety by an eminent hand of 
God, . Dariws ſucceeded, who from a private condi- 
tion by the conſent of the Princes is ſaluted King of 
Perſia. n this change, the High Prieſt adviſeth 
Zorobabel to congratulate the Kings promotion, and 
ſollicite for liberty and favour to carry on the Tem- 
ple-work. Zorobabel upon- his appearance at- Court 
is admitted to favour, and ak one of the Kings 
Guard ; there he was informed of a Vow the King 
made before he came to- the Crown, viz. that it 
ever he obtained the Majeſty and Sovereignty of the 
Empire, he would cauſe the Temple at Jern/alex: to - 
be built, and the remaining Veſlels reſtored, and what 
ſhould be wanting given to the work. This gave him 
ſome incouragement; but how to improve it he knew 
not z3- when behold, the wonderful Providence of 
God, who boweth the Heavens,and is preſent to or- 
der the affairs and ſpirits of men, for the fulfilling of 
his counſel and will in all things, made a plain way 
for him: for Dari#s having royally treated - his Prin- 
ces, that night he could not ſleep; and as he lay on 
his bed, diſcousfing with his Guard, he gave to three 
of them, whereof Zorobabel was one, three Queſti- 
ſtions-to declaim on the next day, making great pro- 
miſes to him that ſhould be adjudged the beſt learn- 
ed. The next day the King calling his Princes toge- 
ther, heard their 0retions, and contacted for Zo- 
robabel. Then the King required him to ask what he 
would have. He preſently anſwered, Oh King, all. 
that I ask, is, that you would remember your promil:, 
and make good your Vow made before you came.to 

the 
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*the Crown, vis. that rf peak emetmcages or. 


ity, you would rebuild rhe Temple at 
and reſtore the polden Vellels _ The 
King hearing this, embraced him, and kifled tim; and 
beſides many Honours conferred on him, pave him 
ample Letters to his Governours, for the carrying on 
the work, as in the 6thof Ezrs, and rokndd Wan 
with all things needful for the worſhipof God; That 
(as verſe the 10th) they may offer Sacrifices of fiyeet 
ſavour unto God, and-to pray forthe life of the King, 
and for the life of his Sons. 
us Thave given you a glimpſe of God's care and 
Providenceover his Church m her wilderneſs and 
captive condition : We come now 'to the words, in 
which the Phraſe muſt be a little apened. 
Sacrifices were of divers kinds; and for its na 
it was 91s fedeyale, as one calls it, a federal gift, 
by which, -as the'finner declared his ſubjeftion and 
ſervice'to/God, ſo onthe other hand God -deelared 
his acceptance of, and reconciliation towards the 
ſinner, and'thathe took him 1nto his peculiar care 
and proteCtion. Accordingly we find in Scripture, that 
Sacrifice was uſed as a Divine Rite of invocation or 
prayer to God 3 'So 1 Semnel, Chapt. 13. ver.12.ſays 
Saul, Therefore T ſaidl,The Philiſdines will come down 
now upon me to'Gilgal, and Thave not made ſupplica- 
tion tothe Lord: T1 forced my ſelf,therefore, and offe- 
red a burnt-offering.So Pſalm 116.1 will take the cup 
of Salvation, and call on the Name of 'the Lord. The 
cup of Salvation is that drink-offering which was 
poured upon the Sacrifice,while they were calling on, 
or praying to the Lord 3 ſo that ſacrificing was a 
kind 


(77 
kind of praying, typically i he ing the ground of 


prayer and hope : can there be for 

yer, but the Covenant and promiſe of God ? or of 

pe to receive from God, but by the pardon of (in 2 
for how can.any may ſuppoſe that God fhould bleſs 
him according to his prayers, while he is under guilt 
and irremiſſion of fin, and God irreconciled unto 
him 2 So that Sacrifice here isa Rite of Invocation 
and Prayer ; and with us, prayer in the Name of 
Chriſt, is the ſame in effe& with what Sacrifices of 
ſweet Odours were to them. 

"The life of the King ; That is, the prefervation of 
his natural life, the welfare of his Afﬀairs and Go- 
vernment and of. bis Sons, viz, the welfare of his 
Family, the preſervation of is Succeſſors. 

This ſhall ſuffice for the ing of the Phraſe ; 
come we now tothe Obſervations. 
Conſider the favour of Darizs as an.cfiedt of his 
Vow, and the Obſervation. will be 

Obſ. That where the fear of God is in the heart of 


man, or an agen ard toward God, his Vaws 
and Promiſes Obedience wank: duly and faith- 
full | rmed ; thoug they are not im-- 
—_— futfilled, yet they ſha hay Do al be laid 
by and forgotten. This great Darivs having made a 
Vow to re{tore God's people the Jews to their liber- 
ty Civil and Religious, though for fome Reaſons of 
State, or the neceility of prefeat affairs fo requiring 
it, or the defect of his memory, he for a ſhort time 
falfilled not this generous Vow, yet he owned it, and 
took  thaukfully the remembrance of it'; and God 
ordering it, made his Princes and Captains ſce how 


much 
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| (8) WE 
much he was bound in point of honour to God and 
himſelf to make good his word, | | 

2. Obſ. Secondly, Obſerve, that where the fear of 
God is, there will be areligious calling upon God, in 
entrance of any folemn work civil or divine : So Ja- 
cob when he went to his Uncle Laban, ſought to God 
for ſupply, as his Vow imports; and when he return- 
ed, for fear of his Brother E/az, how he wraſtled 
with God ! And Darixs here, entring as it were upon 
his great work of Government, ſeeks to God by his 
people the Jews for a bleſling. 

3. 0bſ. Thirdly, Obſerve, That'the clemencie and 
beneficence of the King,and Governours under him, 
is a great obligation upon the minds of people to du- 
ty and obedience. It is an old Maxime, that Proveis 
trahit Alegiantiam, that Protefion doth draw 'Alle- 
giance z the more generoully any Prince preſerveth 
the due liberty and welfare of the Subjects, the more 
fully will their minds embrace his Government, and 


they become duly obſervant of him. It was fit for ' 


the mouth of an Heathen, Tiberiwe,to ſay, When Tam 


_ dead,let the world be mingled with fire; Or, of an im- 


pious C aligule, Let men hate me, ſo they ſear 'me. 

'Tis true, ſeverity and roughneſs feem to- become 
Sovereignty and Greatneſs; but the common produtt 
& effect of it is, ſecretly to caſt the minds into extreme 
deſpair,and conſequently to give diſturbance and un+« 
ſettlement to Government. This Rehoboam knew to 


| hiscoſt,whenfor his ſeverity ten Tribes revolted with 


Jeroboam from the houſe of David. Clemeticie is the 
moſt Orient Pear! in the Crown; there is no cord 
draws and binds more firmly and ſurely than that of 

love ; 


(9) 
lave':' for a5 Solomor hath it, Prey, Chapt, 20. ver. 
23, Mercy and Truth. preſerve the King, and bir 
Thraowe if gable by Mercy. | 

But I pals theſe things, and ſpeak to four 
Truths, of which the Kings mind ſeemed to be con- 
vinced, d 

I,..Firſt, That Kings and Governours that haye 
great things upon their hands, ſtand in great need of 
Prayer : lt mean men 1n their private atfair and dif- 
ficulties of life, which are but of a narrow compaſs, 
ſtand in need of Prayers 3 how much more Kings, 
Parliaments, and Inferiour Gavernours, that have t 
burden. and - weight of hat wave; FH 1 their 
ſhoulders 2 Therebare Darixs with an humble great- 
neſs declared his own inſufficiencie, either for prote- 
Ction,or right management of the power which God 
into his hand, by his calling for Prayer. As 
ithe had faid, Let the warld know, and do yeall my 
people (ce, that I (tand in aged of Prayer, that I may 
obtain the Divine help and afhiſtance of God upon 
my: Throne, But take it particularly, 
| 1. They ftand jn need of Prayer, becanſe ir 
is hard work ——— well ; very hard work where 
the: mind is fanhful in the diſcharge of it x, the dif- 

ujeting thoughts and macerating cares that attend 
& mind of Gayernours,, how much do they hinder 
thoſecammon py caſe ef this oh that 0- 
thers enjay 2 We are en with the gliſteri 
ſhew. of: Royalty , but dq_ not, ſee the od. gy. 
Crowns are lined with 3 how: the King as a civil fa- 
ther ſhonld anſwer the variety of periyaſions, inte- 
reſts, diſpoſitions and "nies of his people, and a 
a 
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all. within the bounds of peace. . Shbjecionand'Loy- 
alty is no cafie thing without God's affiſtance.  'Tis 
true, that in- a. Halcyox and proſperous time, Govertis 
ment ſeems eaſie and'deſirable to every one 3 but to 
ſtand at the Helm in a ſtormy day, 'when' the bluſte- 
ring contradictions of Aﬀairs make allFtremble,when 
the very Foundations are as it were out of 
courſe ; itis no cafie thing then to ſecure the wel- 
fare of a Kingdom, and reduce its affairs toa.ſtate of 
peace and quietnefs. This ſhews how much-the King 
and thoſe. in Government want Prayer. x 
Reaſ. 2. Secondly, They want Prayer-for-prote- 
tion; for great Eminencies have always their great 
dangers : certainly, there is no ſort of men more ex- 
=. danger than they, on' whom the-weight 
of Goverament moſt licth 3 the Chriſtian Gover- 
nors who ſet, their faces againſt ſin and wickedneſs, 
againſt Popery and. prophaneneſs. It'is hard" to ma« 
nage Rule, and Power without prejudicing ſome In- 
tereſt, and diſtaſting ſome ſorts of perſons, to-the rai. 
Gong diſfaffeftions and diſcontents in their minds, 
which by Romiſh Principles of Religion will be im- 
proved to one miſchief 'or other to the King'or Nati- 
on.. You have heard, and T hope iti remembred 
with deteſtation to the impious Prmciplesof the Je-. 
ſuites,who plotted; and by their Agents endeavoured 
to introduce the Romiſh Religion, through the ruine 
of our Government and Governours, by: plotting: to: 
blow up with Gun-powder the King, the Prince, the 
Lords and Commons then aſſembled in: Parliament ; 
all. which they purpoſed and endeavoured. but God 
in mercy to this Nation prevented them:which _ 
that 


- 
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that Kings and -Governours do need Prayers for 
. Reaſ. 3. Thirdly Becauſe their affairs concern 
more than themſelves, and conſequently the unhap- 
py iſſues and events of their failings take hold of 
more than themſelves; yea, the perſonal failings of 
thoſe in Government are of a publike itmport and 
conſequence as you know when Sax! ſlew the Gi- 
beonites in his zeal, how God plagued the Nation 
of the Jews for it : So when David numbred the 
people, God brought a ſore Judgment upon the Land 

that ſin; and for his fin inthe matter of Uriah, 
though a perſonal failing, = the Lord ſuffered the 
unnatural Rebellion of Abſalom to break out,to the 
trouble of the whole Land : fo that the failings of 
thoſe that are in Authority, relate to more than 
themſelves, therefore we had need pray that God 
would be with them in their great Atiairs, in which 
they cannot miſcarry,but the Nation at leaſt mult feel 
it, if not mourn deeply under it. 

4- Fourthly, Pray that they in Authorty may 
attain the true ends of Government. There is no- 
thing higher and greater among men, than Hwnrare 
Sovereignty, Which God hath not ſet in the world 
for a vata ſhew, or given it to men, that they might 
lord it over their Loan : But God hath ſet 
Kings and Parliaments,and every kind of Governour 
in the world for his own glory, and the good of man- 
kind, to ſeek and endeavour the proſperity, riches 
and honour of a Natiop ; that the true Religion be 
maintaiaed ; that vice and wickedneſs be dilcoura- 


ged.and vertue and goodaels be countenanced 3 that 
: C 2 Trad 
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r= cone" cheriſh and encouraged. Theſe and 
the like are the noble ends of Government,and thing 
worthy the-care vf Kings and Governours. to! pro 
cute and promote ; they therefore need Prayer, that 
they miy not come ſhort of the. generous and no« 
ble ends of their being... + 

5. Fifthly, They want Prayer, becauſe they have 
great temptations, much greater than other men meet 
with : all temptations: give a trial ro- men, much 
more thoſe that are backt with'power.. There is no 
Greatneſs but hath its. Temptation 3 Riches are a 

temptation to-Luxury, to excefles. of converſation z 
Power and a- Temptation. to Pride, to In 

uſtice. and. Opprefſion; But befides theſe and the 

<; Kings, and thoſe in: Authority have the Temp- 
tations of their evil Councellours or Flatterers, theſe 
make it their buſineſs to.inſinuate and diſtil upon the 
mind of theKing,cither evil REI falſe reports, 
to. the debauc his underſtanding, to render him 
igent of his duty, or confident in. that which is 
evil.. 8 aul had: always thoſe about him that traduced 
and accuſed David, ſo-as toſtir up and provoke his 
inſt him ; which gave no ſmall diſturbance to 

hi and the Nation : We had nced therefore pray 
that God would diſabuſe and free the mind of the 

King and thoſe in. Authority from. ſuch entangling 
and miſleading counſels. 

"Oſo. For Ute : See then thereaſon of the Apoſtles 
exhortation, 1'Tixe. 2. 2. Let prayers and ſupplicati- 
ons with thenkegiving be made for all men, eſpetially 
for Kings, and thoſe in Authority, that under them 
we way lead 4 quiet and peaceable life, in all godlinef 


ii-deing a men, wy wad | 
depend upon pm ann. gon Governours, but is 


founded upon the Sovereign will of God, -as in the 
third verſe: For this is good and acceptable in the pght 
of Jeſws Chriſt owr Lord. So thatthis is not amatter 
left toour liberty and choice, but x duty, the 
whereof is not'oaly a devration from the Rule which 
God-hath fet us to walk by, but an-implicite endea- 
your to throw the Nation itto diſturbance- and di(- 
order : for. if Governouts be ſet in the world for the 
mankind, and Prayer bring any advantage or 
then, — 7g adicing may works 
; without prejudicing the Nations peace and 
welfate. Again, pray that ye may help them in their 
work : For, as we help the King with our money ; {0 
alſo with our Prayers ; which ipeaks the wonderful 
wiſdom of Cod, in making every part of the world a 
tributary to the whole, by which it confiſteth : for 
as Kings and Governours do help us in point of pro- 
tection, and the preſervation of right tous z ſo-we 
do or may help,by our Prayers to God, the King up+ 
onthe Throne, the Parhamentin traming Laws, the 
Judge in giving Sentence upon the Bench z therefore 
pray for them. 

2. Obſerve in the ſecond place, That God ay 
can bleſs and proſper Kings and Rulers of the worl 
This is a great Truth, of which the mind of our Da- 
ri#s in the Text ſeems to be convinced, that God only 
. could make the Swordiin his hand powerful and pro- 
ſperous, victorious and ſucceſsful; That they may prey, 
&c. as if he had faid, Let God be ſought 3 for ut 18 _ 
» ony 
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only that clotheth me with happineſs. This Kart 
ture declareth, Proverbs 8th the 14 and 15 Verſe: 
Connſel is mine, & ſound wiſdom: T am underſten 
ing, Tam ſtrength ( ſpoken of Chriſt,in whoſe hand 
God hath lodged all power ) ſays he, By me _ 
reign, and Princes decree Juſtices, By me Princes rule, 
and Nobles, even all the Rulers of the earth. Sothat 
the right and ſucceſsful ſwaying the Scepter is of God; 
yea, the wiſdom which capacitates and fits great 
Ones, for their high and noble 0 cer al ts of 
God, and fo are the beautiful effects of Wiſdom his 
alſo ; for were the Kings Councellors for wiſdom like 
the Angels of God, yet if God be not m all their 
Councels,to guide their thoughts, and govern their 
debates, their jſlues would ſoon entangle the Nati- 
on. Though Parliaments confift of wiſe, experienced 
and faithful men, yet it is of God that they decree Ju- 
ſtice and Righteouſneſs. This is the God that gui- 
ded Davidin all his ſtraights;that ordered his leaving 
Jeruſalem (when Abſalom rebelled ) for his preſer- 
vation : It is he that left p_—_ to chooſe the coun- 
cel of Huſhai to his confuſion, that he might puniſh 
him for his diſloyalty and rebellion again(t the King 
his Father, and bring upon his head the blood of his 
brother Ammon, whom he flew in his revengefnl rage. 
This is he that draws the Sword of War, and gives it 
commiſhon to drink blood, ſo as none can ſtay it, and 
make peace; this is he that puts the Sword up into 
the ſcabbard, ſo as none ſhall give diſturbance z this 
is the Lord of the whole earth, in whoſe hands are all 
the iſſues and events of affairs and undertakings of 
men 3 ſo that it is not in the power of men, of King 

and 
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and Parliament, of Armies or Navies, to proſper and 
make happys tb are but inſtruments at the beſt, the 
bleſhng 1s- from the Lord, The.Uſe of this is, 

71. Furſt, Then learn where to leave and lodge the 
publike affairs of the Nation, even in the hand of the 
Almighty. There are many things dear and precious 
to you, and are much upon your heart, as the mainte- 
nance of the true Proteſtant faith, the excluſion of 
Popery, the encreaſe of Trade, the preſervation of 
juſt Rights and Liberties, the upholding the Honour 
of the Nation abroad, and the-like: now who but 
God can give theſe toa, people > Gothen to God by 
ne”, far prayer,humbly in regard of. fin ; in Faith,, 

ing his promiſe, believing that God, and he 

only, can makeus an happy people; happy in our 
King, happy in our Parliamentz commit them by faith 
and prayer to the Grace and afliſtance of God. Hath 
God. committed Government by his Providence and 
pointment to them ? do you commit them to God : 

or if God be not with them, they cannot-proſper. It 
was not for. nothing that a was ſo importunate 
with God for his preſence, ſaying, Lord, if thy pre- 
ſence go not. with we, carry us notup hence. tor with- 
out thee we.cannot go on in ſafety. This is a great peo- 
le,and who can keep us right but thy ſelf? therefure 
ſer thy preſence go with us. Oh! then, what diſcon- 
tents, ioure and fears may be that ariſe in your 
mind, let them ſend you to God, drive you to the 
Throne of Grace.. Alas! itis in vain; for Rachel to 
' be angry and chide with her huſband Jacob for chil- 
dren; God muſt open her womb, or ſhe muſt die i1 


her barrenne(s. *Tis true, as there. are inſtruments of 
bleſi1125, 
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| 8. ſa of evils p_—_ to a Nation; but 
paopen.4 er not be ſo much upon them, asyps 
God,from whom every good and evil comerh. ! 
David quieted his ſpirit in the caſe of 8himrei's cur- 
lings's and-this would not a little conduce to the 
quietneſs and peace of a Nation under croſſes and e- 
vils that come upon us for our fin. The woman with 
her bloody iſſue may ſpend all her ſubſtance uponPhy- 
firianszbut it is God muſt limit her diſtemper,it is God 
alone that can cure her;fhe muſt come to Chriſt,or die 
in her diſcaſe.It is not the high wall of treaſure,nor the 
long Sword of Power;that can deliver or ſecure a Na- 
tion, Then do not make Kings or Parliaments, fhrem 
Allianeies, Armies, or Navies, your ſtrength ; for God 
many times blaſts that we confide moſt tn, that we 
_—_— where to confide and truſt : $o the Lord 
called Jſ-ael to re-mind the diſappointment of their 
leaning upon Af/yrie, Hoſe 5. ver. 13. When E- 
phraim ſaw his ſloknef, and Judah ſaw þis wonnd; 
#hen went Ephraim to the Aſſyrian, and ſent to Kin 


aveb, yet could he not heal you, nor cure you of your 
TW hen God beanghe them into a UMTS 
made the Aſſyrian their Jareb or Saviour; - 
they reckoned they ſhould fave themſelves, or ſabdye 
their enemies. But, fays God, he conld not 'help 

ou, ye are wounded and weak ſtill. When ſhalf we 
| to ſanQifie God's nreugvcar by an humble and 
fiducial reliance upon him in all our ſtreights and 


difficulties, and 'fay as returning Ephraim, Fer. 3. 
ver.- 23. wheg God faith, Return you back-ſiiding 
children, and Twill heal your lack-flidings ; Febold 
ſay they, we.come #0 thee, for thon art the Lord our 

God, 


; : 1 
God.. Mark, what follows : Traly,.in vain is Saluati- 


' on looked for from the hills,and from the manntaing ; 
Truly, in the Lord our God is the Salvation of I{raet. 
Oh! that wecould fiducially fay ſoof England : Th 
the Lord our God is the Salvation of England. * * 

2. Theſecond Uſe is, That we would pray that 
Gad would kcep this great Truth upon the heart of 
our Sovereign King, and his Councellors, alſo upon 
the heart of the Honourable Truſtees of the, Nation 
aſſembled in Parliament ; .-That God only car blefs 
Governours , and make their work proſperous in 
their hand. Certainly, the more ſuch a Perſwaſion 
taketh hold and prevaileth upon the minds of men, 
the more. they will endeavour to ſandhfie the Name 
of God, either by doing vertuous and worthy a&ti- 
ons, or avoiding that which is unrightcous and ut- 
juſt, knowing, that the Throne 1s only eſtabliſhed in 
| righteouſneſs, Sirs, by a little confideration of affairs 
4n all ages, you may take notice how God at con- 
teſted and ftriven with the world abonr” the' Honour 
of his Natne and Sovereignty : this is the main and 
great Reaſon of the rs, ul and ſtrange Revolu- 
tions: and Changes of the Aﬀairs, States, Govern- 
ments and Kjnagdoms in the world ; namely, the Hg- 
nour of Gbd, He hath'leftfuch; Prims/and Chara- 
ers of his Majeſty and Sovereignty upon the affairs 
of men, That they may know heis God, and ru- 
leth, in. the Kingdom of men ; andthat men, what- 
ever. their appearances ahd- bluſterings here below 

-ars, do make but a vain ſhew; they _— ies 
Counſel of God, not the effefting” of hiswill it any 

thing, who (hall certainly Fo whatever 'he hath ſaid 
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mined. This DoQrine wehave in Eccleſfe- 
| th, verſe r4. 1 krow that whatſoever God 
doth, it hall be for ever, nothing can be put to ity nor 
anything takes from its and God doth it, that men 
ould fear before him :. That is, it isnot in man to 
alter any courſe of Afﬀairs which God hath ſet; but 
it ſhall run in a conſtant courſe, like a mighty river 
that cannot be reſiſted; thus it ſhall be for ever; and ' 
if God will bleſs a Nation, and multiply its comforts 
and proſperity, none ſhall be able to break the hedge 
of his Providence, or Jeſſen the heap- of bleſſings 
which he hath given:or if he will bring a curſe and'ea- - 
lamity a people, it is not in the power of man - 
further than God will uſe him as-an inſtrument,to add 
ta the affliction, nor can he help and deliver from the 
trouble; no ang 10 orleſſen it in the leaſt degree, 
whatever we may think, The reaſon of all is green, . 
viz. That mens ſhould fear by tg as if he- had 
ſaid, They will not fear me, but the Creature, if it. 
were able to: make any alteration either'for or 
evil, Thus God would have all men ihe his - 
Name, by having ſuch thoughts of him in their minds. 
Aad he to beſpeak the world: at this day by his 
Providence; .as he did in "the. 46th. Pale, verſe M 
12, Come, behold, the works of the Lord, what deſola- 
tion be hath made in the earth : . He maketh' wars to 
ceaſe wnta the end of the earth ; hebreaketh the bow, * 
and cutteth the ſpear in- ſunder ; he burneth the cha- 
riot ix the fire : Be flill, and know that 'T am God, 1 
will be exalted awong the Heathen, 1 will be exalted in 
theearth, . What a majeſtical Challenge is- this of 
God, beſpealking the whole world” in youre of his 
nour 


"(x 
: Honour. ' Oh | that God would powerfulty 
inſtil this upoa 7 adds of the Great canecy Ana 
_—_ that they alſo may ſanCific his great» 
a rf. 

b A*third Obſervation or Truth which ſeemed to 
be upon the heart of our Deriae here is, That as God 
". only can bleſs us, ſo God will be worſhipt of us, and 
ſought to by Prayer for thoſe bleſlings we ſtand in 
need of, *Tis true, God caa bleſs us without our 
alking, but he will be ſaaified in the way of his 
diſpenſations. There is no rational expe&ance to be 
had of God's bleſſings, but in the way which him- 
ſelf hath ſet and appointed, viz. the way of Prayer : 
the, Heathens were much convinced of this, "that no 
good thing could be obtained of their Gods, but by 
Sacrifice ; which, as we have fſhewed, was a Rite of 
Invocation or Prayer; therefore in all their ſolema 


attempts and motions, ſtill they began with Sacrifice, 
' implorin their Gods to be NO to their de- 
ſigas, and give ſuccels to their and high enter- 

priſes. And if the light of Nature evidence {o 
much Religion and regard to God, How much more 
ſhould Chriſtian Religion teach us to ſeek God in 
all our undertakings aad concernments relating to aur 
private, or the publike affairs of the Nation > For 
though God's mind is always inclined through free 
Grace to do good to mankind, yet for the honour 
F his Name, it ſhall be in a way of ſantifying his 
rdinances and Appointments ; therefore fays the 
poltle, Let your requeſis be made known to God;not as 
if God needed our relation or diſcovery of our wants 
him + a 7 we ask : _ 
: y 
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by our aſking of God, we declare our dependance . 
upon hit, and recognize or acknowledge his Soye- 
retgnty over us :-nor do our Prayers make- a change 


in the Counſels and purpoſes of God ; but they ma- 
ny times make a change in our minds, when there- 
by our hearts are wrought to be more humble in pa- 
tience and ſubmiſſion , more believing in quieting 
our minds, in reſting upon, the Promiſes of God s$ 
Grace ; for God hath annexed great promiſcs of good 
to thoſe that call upon him : Call upon me, ſays he, in 
the day of trouble, and I will hear you; tor your Na- 
tion, for your families, or as we have it in'1 Chronj- 


cles 17. 14. If my people which are called by my. 


Name, ſhall humble themſelves, and pray, and ſeek my 
face, 'and return from their wicked ways, then will I 
hear from heaven, and will forgive their ſin, and will 
heal their land. So that the greatand good things 
which God hath promiſed, are\ti]l with reference to 
the way of Prayer ; therefore Jeremiah 29. verſe 11. 
ſa:th the Lord by his Prophet, For I know the thoughts 


that I think towards you, ſaith the Lurd, thoughts of | 


peace and not of evil, to give you an expeFted end ; 
then ſhall you call upon me, and you ſhall go and pray 
to me, and I will hearken to you. When you would 
have an end of wars, the way 1s to go to God by Pray- 
er for Gcd will be ſought to, whatever his thoughts 
_ that in every thing his Name may be honour- 
E 


Uſe. Now for Uſe : This ſhews the Holineſs of 
Prayer ; how much it tends to God's Honour, that- 
his Creatures do in all the affairs of their life, com- 
mit and commend themſelves to God by Prayer, As 

= allo 


alſo it ſhews the uſefulneſs of, - Prayer to us, How. 
great a help.it is either t@.our affairs; or our mind jn - 
all our ſtreights : This is the golden Key that anlocks. 
the Treaſury of Gods Alſdflictencie, and gives us to 
ſee that there are more with us than agaialt us 4; this 
15 the Bucket that fetches up water of lite, in the wil- 
derneſs of our extremitics and neceſhities, and brings 
relict and refreſhment -to the mind of man ; when nv- 
thing elle will quiet his fpirit, this will... Ob! then 
roul all your burdens upon the Lord ; the burden of 
national Afairs, -ot tamily aflairs, or of your par- 
ticular conceraments, which will an{wer one ead 
of attiictions; for when, God ſends a Famiae, or 
Plague, or War, or any other diſturbance upon a 
Nation or People, it is, that we might {eck unto 
God, who ſtands ready to be entreated by a Retorm- 
1ng people; he waits that he might be gracious to 
ſuch a people, who obſerve every Call of God to du- 
ty, and rightly interpret every Voice to its proper 
end and intendment. Ot Judgments, to a fervent 
praying and (triving with God to-remove them. Ot 
Sin, to humiliation, and beſceching God to divert his 
impending wrath, and prevent the ruine of the Nati- 
oa. Of the want of, this God complained, Ezek. 22. 
Ver. 29, 30. The people of the Land have uſed oppreſ- 
ſpor, and exerciſed robbery, and have vexed the poor 
and needy.; yea, they have oppreſſed the ſtranger 
wrore fully 5 and T1 fanght for 4 1844 Mong them to 
ſtand in the gap before me for the Land, but I found 
none. Sec what tollows ': Therefore have 1 poured out 
mine indignation upon them, I have conſumed then 


with the fire, of my wrath, their  own-may have Ire- 
commonſs / 
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- lon their head, ſaith the Lord. So that 
when the voice of injuſtice and wickedneſs cried a- 
gainſt 1/>ael, becauſe none was found to plead with 
God ; Oh! how illit went with them ! Sin opens a 
gap for a flood of wrath to break in upon a people ; 
and when a Voice of Atheiſm, Prophaneſls, and unpa- 
rallel'd Impieties are heard in our Land, 'what but a 
way of Prayer-and humiliation can produce any (e- 
curity for the Nation.Oh |! then ſcek to the Lord thas 
he would purge the Land in Mercy, not in Judg- 
ment 3 Let not the Lord fay, I fought for a man to 
ſtand in the gap, and turn away my wrath from E- 
gland,and found none. Think of this you-that live 
without Prayer, in whoſe Family the-Voice of Pray- 
er is not heard. How little doyou ſerve the Publike 
good of the Nation 2 Whom doth God threaten 
with his fury, but the Families that call'd not on his 
Name ? How will the men of Nireveh riſe up in 
—_— againſt ſuch a Generation, who when they 
ard but the threatnings of wrath, fell to prayi 

and faſting, Joneh 3. verſe 5. So thepeople of Ninev 
believed God, ant proclaimed a Faſt, and pnt on ſack- 
cloth, from the greateſt of them to the _ And in 
ver. 8. Let man and beaſt be covered with ſackcloth, 
and cry mightily to God ;, yea, let them turn every ane 
from his evil way, and from the iniquity that is in 
their hands. And verſe 9. 'For who can tell if God 
will turn and repent, and turn away from his fierce an- 
ger,and we periſh not £ Obſerve what eminentſucce(s 
they found m the way of God, as verſe 10. Aud God 
ſaw. their works, that they turned from their evil 
. ways, and Gad repented of the evil that he had ſaid 


he 
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he would do to them, arddid it mot. This, and ' 
what elſe is written, is written for our inſtracti- 
on 3 and what cauſe ſhall we have to be filent for c- 
ver before the Lord, if after all fmitings and admoni- 
tions, paſt or preſent troubles, we turn not to the 
Lord, and ſeek to him for pardon and help, when the 
Lord ſhall avenge himſelf apon us to the fall : oh 
then { let us take that way God hath appointed for 
deliverance and proſperity. 

4- Buti1n the laſt - place; there is another Truth 
that ſeemed to be upon the heart of this great D«- 
rixs ; and that is, 

Do@Z, ow PRE beentreated only by his Ser- 
vants. Says he, they muy pray for the life of the 

ng. They, that is, the Berra teak the Teri och 
the Children of God, they are moſt like to dogood 
at Prayer to God forme, for God is*entreared only 
of his Servants... But* who'-are thoſe Servarits of 
whom only God: willbe entreated ?- WI 

r. They-are oppoſed to Atheiſts; who ſay, There 
isnoGod. The Scripture faith, He that comes t#'God 
muſt believe that God is ; That is eſſential to ; 
the contrary cuts off, and deſtroys the: very eflence 
of Prayer: So that not* Atheiſts, bue rhey' thar” be- 
lieve there is a God, and that he is a rewarder of 
them that diligently ſeek him, ſhall/prevail with God 


1 Prayer. 

2. 7, The Servants off God are oppoſed 
to Idolaters,. that worſhip falſe Gods : Let every one 
go to his own God ; now he that ſerves the God of 
Heaven and earth is moſt like to prevail with this 
God, The Pricſts of Ba«i they cry'd to Bad, and 


the 


(24) 
the Heathens..in the ſhip with Jonah, :cry-to-therr” 
God 3 but Elijah or Jonah; could ,only-prevail with 
the God-of Uracl 51and who are maltlike/to prevail 


- with that God; but they that truly-worthip him? O- 


therwiſe the Prayers of a Heathen, that worlhip the 
Sun and Moon, might prevail as much as ours. 

3, Thirdly, They.are oppoſed to impious and pro- 
fane, ones. ;, There are 2 Generation af fuch in the 
world, who by their wicked lives confute: their Relt- 
gion, and their Chriſtian namc, and Frayers. If a 
Heathen ſhould hear their words, and {cc their ati- 
ons and manner of living, it would make them think 
either there is no God; orthat. the: God ofthe Chri- 
{tians is+a_falſe:God 4+ of {bch.itis4aid;; That the 
Jreyers of the wicked \are an abomination to the 
Lora. | 


46 Laſtly;They axe oppoſed-to Unbelievers ; Chriſt 


being the. Object oft Faith|1who is the Way, the Truth, 


and the Life; throughrwhote Namealone weare wel- 
come to God :- As Chriſt daith, -#batever ye ark, in 
my Name believingly, it ſhall be granted to you, And 
again;*Thereds me Name under Heaver whereby we can 
ber:ſaved; but-the Name of) Jeſws Chriſt only. Sothat 
without Faith w bis-Narhe, whereby: any one accepts 
and depends upon Chriſtas a$4viodr-and-Deliverer,; 
he cannot expect-to.prevail with God in Prayer; God 
will be entreated only of thoſe who have:by Faith 
embraced-the' Lord i.Jetus,,whem t!je Goſpel by, the 
8ppointmens. bt: Godholds forth ta be a&aviour! te 
loit Gnners ; otherwiſe the Prayers,oDaÞTurk told 
be; as: acceptabic,to-Gad, as:the Praycts; of a-Ghri- 
tian 3; Nay, the Prayers:gt.a Jeats.vhed@ravlly 

eny 


oe {ma Chriſt to be come in the fleſh, may do as much 
in as the of one who favingly be- 
heves in. Chriſt: | No, fuch ſhall. one-day know that 
there is ane, aud butone true God, and that Jeſus 
Chrift his Sen is the appointed way of Salvation, and 
thatthey only wha truly believe on bim, to a recei- 
ving the Kingdom: of his Spiris and Grace ia thei 
hearts, to regeneratian- and holige(s, are thaſe Ser- 
vants of whom God. will be entreated in mezcy, ei- 
ther forpublike or private bleſings. To clear this, 
E could grve you: many inftaaces;' take only two. or 
three. When Gad. laid a Judgement upon. the fa- 
mily of 4bi+melech, faith God to him, Go to Abre- 
han, for he is a Prophet, he ſhall pray for you, him 
I will hear. And in the laſt Chapter of Job, ver.38; 
Therefore take unto you nom ſouen hullocks and ſeven 
rams, and. go to my ſervant Job, and offer up for your 
ſelves « burnt-offering, and my ſervans Job ſhall pray 
for you, fon him.will'T accept, loſt I dral with you often 
gour folly, in: that ye have not ſpoken of me the thing 
that is:right;likhe my ſervant Job-low. ed was 
thisto.theſs men; that this deſpiſed Job,w they 
cndeaxored-fo-much to convid of. lypocriſie,is only, 
of- God, and to; him-they' mult go to. pray: 
and entreat:God' for them? $o,, though Jeremiah was 
aman-ob ſorrows, and much deſpiſed of all: ſorts in, 
his time, yet 'thetime: came when Zedekiab the King, 
ſent-his/ honourable Mcflengers. to Jeremy, ſaying, Proy 
- nowuntoithe Lord aur Gad for wo,9s-16 Jer.Z.7:verie 3, 
So-we zeadtin.the 4Zfreencerning the Jews, however 
they had: deſpiſed -the Lord of Life, as alſo his Apo- 
(tles, — — their fin and loſt condi- 


tion 


pF 


» | 
tion by their Miniſtery and Preaching,' they came: 'to 
thoſe Jeſpiſed Apoſtles; crying out 1n bitterneſof ſpi- 
rit, Men and Brethren , what ſhall 'we 'do'  Sothe 
Goaler ye read of in the 4s, whono doubt helped 
on the perſecution of the Apoſtles by his rude and 
courſe ufage ; yet when God broke in upon his Soul 
with a mighty convincing and aſtoniſhing power, he 
came trembling to thoſe very men, whom he had 
not long before put in the ſtocks, crying out, Sirs, 
What maſt I do to be ſaved ? Theſe inftances ſhall ſuf- 
fice to ſhew us, that God is only entreated by his 
Servants; and that whoſe perſons are accepted. in. 
Chriſt, their Prayers only are powerful with God. E 
might give ſeveral Reaſons for this : But I haſtento 
the Ute. | | | 
Uſe. Firſt, If fo, then I beſeech you learn to prize 
holineſs and godlineſs: for though no man is accepted 
for his holineſs, yet no man without holineſs thallt 
ever ſee God, 'or be accepted of God. Let not your 
eye be upon what the World magnifies, but up- 
on What God delights in. For that which 1s 1n 
high eſteem with men , may be. an abomination 
with God : all the Dignities of this world cannot 
give you the worth that 'Godlineſs will put upon you ; 
this makes a man weigh down a thouſand of the Sons 
of Belial. Wicked and prophane wretches are as the 
droſs of the earth, while the Godly Chriſtian is as 
Id in God's ſight 5 God will only be entreated of 
uch :' Oh ! then give Godlineſs'its due honour and 


regard ; Let all ſcoffing 7hmeaels take heed they be- 


not found guilty and anſwerable at the great day of 
Judgment, for abaſing and abuſing that which _-_ 
will 


will honour, and. takes more pleaſure in than in any 
Faw belldes here below. There are many, too ma- 
ny for the welfare of the Nation, who do not oaly 
take pleaſure in an impious looſneſs of Converſation, 
but in railing and (cofhng vent their fooliſh malice a- 
grad religioulnefs, purity, and ſtriftneſs of lite :let 
uch take heed, for in ſo doing they fight againſt God, 


who ſets.a value upon his Holy Ones, that tremble at 


his word, and will hear them, when all the earth 

(hall be filent before him. , 

2. Secoadly, Let it invite you all this day th 
are out of Chriſt, to come in and aceept of him and 
his ways : this priviledge and honor will one day be 
conliderable to you z to which you can never attain, 
but. by eſpouſing Chriſt, his intereſt, & ways,by Faith. 
3. Thirdly, Then you that have an intereſt in 
God, and acceptance through Chriſt, improve it at 
the Throne of Grace, for the King and all that are in 
Authority z who knows what Judgments you may 
divert, what bleſſings you may draw down upoa the 
Nation ? Luther was 1o great an admirer of Prayer, 
that he almoſt called it Omnipotent. Prayer is not for 
a private uſe only,but for a publike — Trading 
men uſe their \ ht for advantage and gain to 
themſelves and others, ſo do you improve your 
Grace. and heavenly Intereſt, ſo as the Nation may 
fare the better for you, by the fervencie and power- 
fulneſs of your Prayers for the King, Parliameat;,aad 
thoſe that have lawtul Authority 1n their hands : let 
it appear who is your Father, of what Family, and of 
-what ſpirit ye are 3 that ye may give a proof to the 
world of the Diviaity of thoſe Principles and Regia: 
| E 2 100S 


. Thus God's 


flons you adhere Hd te in 
all former times havedone : So Jerhowtar int his 
tive ſtate, cxnfed f CofleRion- ro be m 
—_ it to Jernſalem, with a Letter, ſaying, We 
end omkeofe money to ny Jarrifices of REP 
ir ns ſweet odours, that ye may 
ffer them wpon the Alt ar boa * at Jeruſalem, po 
the kh life + rr aofherwdaiee. and for the life 
I Belt teſhazrar his ſon, that. their days on earth may 
e as the days of Heaven. Thus -he ſeemed to ap- 
= the Divinity and Innocencie of that Religion 
they profeſled, which however it differed from, or 
contradited the Babyloniſh Idolatry, yet was not in- 
conſiſtent with, but uſeful to their Civil State and 
Governtment. Aud Cypriar being accuſed of Rebel- 
hon, makes this the "proof his mnocenere, ſaying, 
How can. that be ? for the world knows that we 
4 for _—— and the welfare of his Govern- 
ian mm his — for the Chri- 
fines in his time, gives this as a provi that the Chri- 
ſtran was n holy and peaceable Re 
for, ſaith he, in our Prayers weſeek God for the li 
of the £mperonr, for his proſperous ſtate and reign z 
that God would give him a quiet honſe, wiſe Coun- 
cellors, and valiant Souldiers : And how agreeable 
is this to the Do&rine of the Scriptures mentioned 
before 2 A mia pers op tm to Goyernours, 
butalſo to our- Jeſis'Chriſt, Oh! 


_ then pray and ery earneſtly GON for thoſe that are 


over'us, Theb ir 'vheir peace ye may have peate, and 
that wnder them ye may rad 4 qniet life, hor all rodti-- 
nefſand homeſty. 

4: Oe. 
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. 4-Ufe. Fomthly, "Then he. not . offended at re- 707 
IDS ou meet withal in the ways of _- © 
God : If God will thus, and othetwiſe. honour his 
people, do you think that men. can diſhonour you? 
Indeed, if things and perſons were to be accounted 
as, the world judgeth of them, then the molt. holy 
ones and ways arethe molt vile and abominable ; yea, 
the off-ſconring of all things ; but God ſpeaks other- 
wile of you, and of his ways, to which we ought to 
attend, and bear our ſelves upon ; and happy are they 
who are not offended at the ways of God, whatever 
they meet with from men; yea, when they {peak all 
manner of evil again(t you falſly for Chriſts F\ a5 tor 
ſo have the w eminent Servants of God fared in 
the world, who yet were of more value with God 
than thouſands of others, for of ſach only in all tunes of 
difficulties God hath been-entreated ; yea, God hath, 
and oft doth bring it about in his Providence. that 
the world doth own and — the worth of 
agodly ſtate, and priviledge of a holy man,and much 
deſires that happineſs; namely, when he mflidts ter- 
rors upon a wicked man, cither of death,or hell, How 
doth he then bleſs the ſtateof the Righteous ! what 
would he not give to be in the ſlate of a godly and 
holy man, to be affared of the pardon of his ſins, of 
the everlaſting love of God to his Soul? How doth 
he condema aad curſe his evil life and wicked ways, 
and call for the Prayer of the righteous, or of thoſe 
that fear God, that they may prevail with. God for 
him ? as we have in Job 33, verſe 21, 22. His fleſb is 
conſumed, his bones that were not [een fick out, his 
Soul dtaweth near ts the grave; aud bis life tothe de» 


ſtrozers, | 
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Proyerr.” If ther be 4 meſſenger with him , an Inter- 
Fs frm 4 thouſand, to ſhew mito nan'his 
uprightneff, then he is grations unto him,and ſaith, De- 
liver him from going down to the pit. Then, Oh 
pray ! that God would ſhew mercy to pardon his lin, 
to fave his Soul, to deliver him from eternal tor- 
ments. Thus many times, when God beſets even a 
wicked man with terrors, and hath him as Bal/aaz be- 
twixt two walls, then his language 1s, Let me die the 
death . the righteows, and let my later end be like 
his. This God doth, that he might raiſe the price and 
value of his Children in the world, and ho10ur them 
even in the eyes of men, who are careleſs of his Ho- 
nour and Glory, 

5. Laſtly, By way of Uſe, then I beſeech you that 
fear God, that profeſs ſtriftne(s of Principles and Per- 
ſwaſions differing in ſome things from the way of 0- 
thers, that ye will ſo walk and behave your ſelves in 
all holineſs of Converſation, that you may evidence 
to the world the holineſs and harmleſneſs of your 
differing Imaginations and ways : Conſider what is 
that which hath made every Age {0 backward to al- 
low any Reformation or change relating to Religious 
worſhip, but a ſecret jealouſie that it would tend to 
innovate or diſturb the Peace & Civil Government of 
the Nation. Certainly Chriſtianity in the higheſt pro- 
 fſion and'prattice of it,did never truly prejudice the 
affairs of the world: and ifany,in any Age,have under 
that badge & profefſion done of ated any thing inju- 
rious to Government or Governours,it is not from the 
tendencie and conduct of Chriſtian Principles, but 
fromthe fury xndtiiſleading of their own luſts, and 


 rIIII— <> - - ea” Co an—_y—— —_— pmm——_——— Ry. 5 


carnal Intereſts. Therefore I beſcech you fo to walk 
as to null and make void the common accuſations a- 
gainſt holineſs, and ſtop the mouths of unreaſonable 
Enemiesand Accuſers. To be fo gratious in word 
and action, ſo righteous, juſt, humble, patient, ſelf 
denying, giving up your ſelves tothe obedience of 
the Truth, not minding this world ſo much, as the 
great Concernments of Eternity ; that you may be 
accounted a people worthy of your Chriſtian Profe(- 
ſion, and of the name of holines and purity that is 
upon you ; worthy of your Goſpel-liberty, the moſt 
deſirable bleſſing of your life ; and worthy to be cal- 
led on for Prayer and Supplications for the afflicted, 
for the Nation, yea, for the life of the King, and for 
the proſperity of the People. 


